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Abstract

Social media has transformed the marketing landscape by enabling businesses to
interact directly with consumers, build brand awareness, and influence purchasing decisions.
This research article explores the impact of social media on marketing strategies, consumer
behaviour, brand engagement, and business performance. Using secondary data from
journals and recent studies, the research identifies how platforms like Facebook, Instagram,
and YouTube shape modern marketing practices. Recent reports also show that: Around 50%
of consumers discover brands through social media, highlighting its dominance in modern
marketing The findings suggest that social media significantly enhances brand visibility,
customer engagement, and sales, while also introducing challenges such as trust issues and
content control. The study concludes that social media is a powerful and indispensable tool
in contemporary marketing.
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Introduction

The evolution of digital technology has significantly changed traditional marketing
practices. Social media platforms have emerged as powerful tools for communication and
business promotion. Earlier, marketing was limited to physical interactions and mass media,

but now it has become interactive, personalized, and data-driven.

Social media marketing refers to the use of platforms such as Facebook, Instagram,
Twitter, and YouTube to promote products and services. It enables companies to connect
with customers globally at a lower cost and in real time. Today, social media is not just a
communication tool but a strategic marketing platform influencing consumer decisions and

brand perceptions.
Objectives of the Study

» To analyze the role of social media in modern marketing.
» To study the impact of social media on consumer behaviour.
» To evaluate the advantages and challenges of social media marketing.

» To examine the effectiveness of social media as a marketing tool.

Literature Review
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Kalpana and Ranjeeta (2022) assert that social media platform creates opportunities
for existing and upcoming business ventures. These platforms serve as a podium for potential
entrepreneurs to establish their business and develop their skills. The paper focused on
examining how social media empowers women in a cultural context like India. It also studied
the impact of digital marketing on women entrepreneur during the Covid-19 pandemic

period.

Yatish, Weng, Khyati and Satish (2023) provided insights on social media influencer
marketing in their article. With the growing dominance of social media influencers in
consumer decision-making, the study tried to provide a comprehensive overview of methods,

theories and themes through a structured review of articles.

Rupinder Kaur (2025) says that marketing is transformed by social media because
social media has low cost, more access able, and more advertising techniques. The study
reveals that factories and companies must regularly adapt new trends, offer more reliable
content in marketing, for sustainable success and growth of the businesses by giving priority

to customer engagement.
Research Methodology

This study is based on secondary data analysis, including: Research papers, Academic
journals, Industry reports, Online publications. The method involves qualitative analysis of

existing literature to understand trends, patterns, and impacts of social media on marketing.
Role of Social Media in Marketing

» Brand Awareness: Social media helps businesses to reach a large audience and
increase visibility. Regular posts, ads, and campaigns make people aware of a brand
and its products. Social media allows companies to reach a large audience instantly.
Businesses can promote their brand globally without heavy investment.

» Customer Engagement: Social media creates two-way communication. It enables
direct communication between businesses and customers through comments,
messages, and likes. This interaction builds trust and long-term relationships between
companies and customers which will helps for sustainable growth and development of
the businesses.

» Cost-Effective Marketing: Compared to traditional marketing methods like print
media and electronic media, social media marketing is more affordable and provides
better ROI. Without having much investment in promoting their products companies
can easily depend on digital marketing to reach their targeted customers globally.

» Advertising and Promotion: Social media platforms provide paid advertising
options that allow businesses to promote products to specific target audiences
globally. .
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Targeted Marketing: Businesses can target users based on: Age, Gender, Location,
Interests and preferences. This ensures that marketing messages reach the right
audience with in minimum time.

Market Research: Companies can analyze customer opinions, preferences, and
trends through social media, helping them improve their products and strategies.
Customer Support: Social media acts as a customer service platform where
businesses can respond quickly to queries, complaints, and feedback.

Influencer Collaboration: Brands collaborate with influencers to promote products,
reaching a wider and more engaged audience.

Driving Website Traffic and Sales: Social media directs users to websites,
increasing traffic and boosting sales through promotions and links.

Impact of social media on customer behaviour:

Social media has greatly influenced customers’ behaviour, attitudes, and decision-

making processes. Platforms like Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and YouTube provide easy

access to information, reviews, and opinions, making customers more informed and

connected than ever before.

1. Positive Impacts on Customers
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Easy Access to Information: Customers can quickly find details about products,
services, prices, and features before making a purchase.

Better Decision-Making: Reviews, ratings, and recommendations from other users
help customers compare options and make smarter choices.

Increased Awareness: Social media exposes customers to new brands, products, and
trends they might not have discovered otherwise.

Convenience: Customers can explore products, interact with brands, and even make
purchases directly through social media platforms.

Direct Communication with Brands: Customers can easily contact companies for
support, feedback, or queries, improving their overall experience.

Social Influence: Friends, influencers, and online communities influence customer
opinions and buying behaviour.

2. Negative Impacts on Customers
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Information Overload: Too much content can confuse customers and make decision-
making difficult.

Misleading Information: Fake reviews, exaggerated advertisements, and influencer
promotions can misguide customers.

Privacy Concerns: Customers may feel uncomfortable about how their personal data
is collected and used.

Impulse Buying: Attractive ads and promotions often lead to unplanned purchases.
Comparison and Pressure: Constant exposure to others’ lifestyles and products can
create pressure to buy more or keep up with trends.

3. Impact on Buying Behaviour

Social media affects all stages of the buying process:
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Need Recognition: Customers discover new needs through ads and posts
Information Search: Customers check reviews and opinions before going to
purchase any product

Evaluation: Compare alternatives online availabilities before going to place the order
Purchase Decision: Influenced by ratings, recommendations and price
Post-Purchase: Share feedback and experiences

YVVV VYV

Social media has a strong impact on customers by making them more informed, connected,
and influential. While it offers many benefits like convenience and better decision-making, it
also creates challenges such as misinformation and privacy concerns. Customers must use

social media wisely to make better choices.

Impact of Social Media in Marketing
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Fig: Impact of Social Media in Marketing
Advantages and Challenges of Social Media in Marketing

Social media marketing offers numerous advantages, including globally wide reach,
low cost compared to traditional marketing, better engagement, Real-time interaction,
Measurable results through analytics, increased customer loyalty and increased sales. It has
become an essential tool for businesses to grow and compete effectively in the modern

market.

Business organisations are facing challenges while using social media to reach their

customers. Majorly heavy competition makes it difficult for brands to stand out. Frequent
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algorithm changes reduce organic reach unpredictably. Negative comments and trolls can
damage brand reputation. Rapidly changing trends demand constant adaptation. Reaching
and retaining the right target audience is difficult.

Effectiveness of Social Media as a Marketing Tool

Social media has turned the world into a global village—where ideas, content, and
people connect instantly without borders. The role of social media in marketing is essential in
today’s digital world. It helps businesses grow by improving visibility, engagement, promote
products, target specific audiences and sales etc., . Companies that effectively use social

media can gain a strong competitive advantage.

GLOBAL REACH OF SOCiIiAL MEDIA
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Chart: Social Media Marketing Stats 2026
(Source: Wix, DataReportal 2026)
The chart shows that social media usage is heavily concentrated in Asia, while other

regions contribute smaller but still significant shares. It also highlights growth trends and
market maturity across regions. Asia dominates global social media usage with 60% share,
making it the largest audience base. India is expected to add 445 million users by 2029,
making it the fastest-growing region. Overall, social media growth is shifting toward Asia

and developing countries.
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Picture: Latest Social media statistics and facts 2026
(Source: Social Media Examiner via Statista)

OVERVIEW OF SOCIAL MEDIA USE

HEADLINES FOR SOCIAL MEDIA ADOPTION AND USE (NOTE: USER IDENTITIES MAY NOT REPRESENT UNIQUE INDIVIDUALS)
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Fig: Global Social Media Statistics research Summary 2025
Findings:

Social media has a strong impact on marketing by increasing brand awareness and
enabling direct interaction with customers. It provides a cost-effective way for businesses to
promote products and target specific audiences. Consumer buying decisions are influenced by
reviews, influencers, and online content. Additionally, social media helps track performance
through analytics, but it also poses challenges such as negative feedback and high

competition, requiring continuous creativity and engagement.
Conclusion

Social media has transformed the marketing landscape by offering businesses
innovative ways to connect with their target audience. It provides a powerful platform for

brand promotion, customer engagement, and market analysis at a relatively low cost.
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However, to fully leverage its benefits, organizations must adopt strategic planning, maintain
consistent communication, and effectively manage risks associated with online presence.
Overall, social media marketing lead to sustainable growth and a strong competitive

advantage in today’s digital era.
References:

» Kalpana Kataria and Ranjeeta Phukan (2022). Social Media and Digital Marketing of
Women Entrepreneurs in NCR. VEETHIKA-AnN International Interdisciplinary
Research Journal, 8(4) Oct-Dec-2022. E-ISSN: 2454- 342X

» Yatish Joshi, Weng Marc Lim, Khyati Jagani and Satish Kumar (2023).Social media
influencer marketing: foundations, trends, and ways forward. Electronic commerce
research, https://doi.org/10.1007/s10660- 023-09719-z

> Rupinder Kaur, Amandeep Kaur , Geetika Singh (2025) , A Study on Impact of Social
Media on Marketing: A Comprehensive Analysis, International Journal for
Multidisciplinary Research (IJFMR), Volume 7, Issue 1, January-February 2025 , E-
ISSN: 2582-2160

https://doi.org/10.5281/zen0do0.19628747



	Chart: Social Media Marketing Stats 2026
	(Source: Wix, DataReportal 2026)

